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lips. He was regarded with mingled feelings of
respect and awe \ and men's minds were filled with
admiration of his valour, his skill in the conduct of
intricate affairs, his steady support of those whose cause
he espoused, his inviolable observance of his word, his
moderation, and his unbroken success.
Shortly after Olive's return to Calcutta in 1758 a
vessel arrived with two despatches from the Directors.
One, dated August 3rd, 1757, appointed a commission
of five, with Olive at their head, to carry on the govern-
ment ; the other, dated early in November, nominated a
council of ten, over which the four senior members were
to preside in rotation, each for three months. In the
later instructions Olive's name was omitted, without
explanation^ and he was naturally indignant at having
been passed over. The extraordinary device of a
rotation government had its origin in ignorance of
India, in the difficulty of governing a country so far
from England,1 and in personal quarrels and jealousies
amongst the Directors. Fortunately for British interests
in India the members of the new council were patriotic
enough to recognise the impossibility of carrying out
the orders, and they entrusted the conduct of affairs to
the only man who could carry them to a successful issue.
They offered the presidency to Olive, in a letter which
does them the greatest honour, and he accepted their
offer in the spirit in which it was made. A few days
after the anniversary of Plassey Olive took his seat as
1 It took at least a year to receive an answer to a letter from'
India ; and, as the aspect of affairs was constantly changing, the
orders of the Directors were often quite inapplicable to the new
conditions that had arisen.